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This newsletter summarises the Trust’s activities aimed at ensuring the long-term protection
and survival of kokako at Kaharoa.

We wish all of our volunteers and supporters a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Our next work day will be on 23 Feb 2013
Keep an eye on our website for further dates.

Good results from 2012 pest control effort
Post-operational monitoring completed by the Department of Conservation
(DoC) shows a good result from our pest control. Results showed an
overall rodent tracking rate of 19%, which is comparable with our last 1080
operation in 2008.
For the first time ever, no rats were tracked in the Onaia East block. This
doesn’t mean that all the rats have disappeared, but it does suggest that
they have been reduced to low numbers.
We have used many different types of pesticide over the years, but 1080
always achieves the best result on possums and rats. We understand that
some people in the community have concerns about 1080, so we use
Pindone and Feratox (encapsulated cyanide) along sensitive boundaries.
Although our pest control results never reach the very low levels desired by
DoC, we have proven over time that our results enable kokako breeding
success to a reasonable level. The way to achieve better results is to
increase the number of bait stations in the forest.

A network of 550 bait
stations is used to deliver
toxins at Kaharoa.

We thank everyone who contributed to the operation, including DoC for providing the post-operational
results. This monitoring is a valuable exercise that confirms the effectiveness of our collective efforts.

Kokako for Christmas
While the kokako enjoy a safer nesting season at Kaharoa, you can help them out by spreading kokako
cheer. Kokako teeshirts (below) and brooches (below right) make great Christmas gifts.
 Teeshirts ($35 each) are available in teal blue and grey.
 Beautiful wooden kokako brooches ($20 each) have been produced by Chalkydigits.
To order any items contact Anne Managh on manacre@clear.net.nz or 07 3459952.

Care still needed in the Kaharoa Conservation Area
All bait stations have been emptied of remaining toxins. Although the risks associated with this operation
are very low, you are urged not to let dogs scavenge any possum or rat carcasses lying around the
block. The presence of warning signs indicates that pesticide residues may still be present in baits or
animals. If you suspect your pet has eaten poisoned carcasses, consult your vet immediately for
treatment. Poisoning of animals by Pindone can be treated if action is taken quickly.
The caution period is likely to last until June 2013. If you have any further questions, please contact
Anne Managh on 07 3459952 or look on our website for more information: www.kokako.org.nz

Kokako supporters treated to a dawn chorus
Representatives of KKT’s major supporters visited Kaharoa recently to witness the fruits of our labour.
We were delighted that the kokako joined us in acknowledging the importance of our wonderful
partnership with these organisations. Together we have demonstrated the power of the community
working with government agencies and private companies to achieve results that benefit the local
environment and the whole country.
A line-up of the major KKT supporters is pictured from left Warwick Murray (GM Land Resources - BOP
Regional Council), Jan Hania (Conservator – DoC), Anne Managh – KKT Chair, Andrew Baucke (Area
Manager – DoC), and Peter Clark (CEO – PF Olsen Ltd).

Kokako protected on neighbouring properties
The Kaharoa Kokako Trust has completed a four-year project to protect kokako on private land
adjoining the Conservation Area. Pest control was achieved on three properties with funding generously
provided by the Biodiversity Condition Fund, administered by DoC. Two of these properties are in the
Tauranga District, across the Mangorewa Gorge. We are now exploring options to support landowners
who wish to continue protecting kokako on their properties.

Kokako Nest Egg on target
Our Kokako Nest Egg fund is growing steadily towards our target thanks to donations received from our
many supporters. The total now sits at over $70,000, providing real assurance that future kokako
management can be sustained at Kaharoa. We are very grateful to all those who have contributed so
far, including generous sponsorship from PF Olsen Ltd and Chalkydigits.
The Kokako Nest Egg is an investment fund set up by the Trust to enable financial self-sufficiency for
future pest control. The Trust will continue with our various fund-raising activities aimed at building the
Nest Egg.
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